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Description of the project: 
 

"We cannot stop natural disasters, but we can arm ourselves with knowledge: so 
many lives wouldn't have to be lost if there was enough disaster preparedness." 
 
The idea of the project was elaborated during the youth exchange "ActivE U & me", 
which took place in Krakow in September last year. Participants during the session 
on “how to use leadership skills in organizing activities that benefit the local 
society?” began to debate on the effects of natural disasters that affected their 
countries. The group from Italy inspired the others with presented testimonies. The 
Italian team organized “helping” actions for the inhabitants of the regions affected 
by the disasters, such us the flood occurred in Giampilieri marina in 2008 and 
Palermo in 2018, which still affect local communities. The participants began to 
express doubts related to the organization of activities for local residents in their 
countries. Everyone interested in the subject showed the willingness to undertake 
actions solving local problems, but lack of experience and knowledge in this area 
caused a lack of activity from their side. Young people from Macedonia came to the 
conclusion that they lack knowledge about how to behave when natural disasters 
occur, and during even more dangerous situations that can happen even in their 
homes. Participants from Italy, despite their experiences related to floods in their 
region, also demonstrated the need for education in this area. In order to exchange 



experiences they decided to contact their friends from Greece, who were struggling 
with the natural disasters not so long ago. As a result of numerous conversations, 
the youth decided to ask Greek organization for help in preparing a project that 
would meet their educational needs related to knowledge of safety rules during 
natural disasters and actions taken after their completion, as well as behavior during 
dangerous situations that are a result of inattentive human behavior (we have 
influence on these situations and we should counteract them). The youth also 
showed the need to become acquainted with the process of organizing actions for 
local residents, so that the knowledge gained during the exchange can be 
implemented and some problems of the local community could be solved by them 
(after returning home).  
Project goals: 
- educating young people about safety procedures that should be followed during 
and after natural disasters and threats resulting from human mistakes (e.g. fires, 
electricity accident etc.), as well as coping with their effects; 
- strengthening the position of young people and encouraging active participation in 
social life and solving problems of their local communities; 
- preparing a place for creative work in an international environment; 
- drawing the attention of the inhabitants of Sicily to the threats of both natural 
disasters and human mistakes, as well as the need for education in this area and the 
importance of active participation in civic life; 
- impact on local authorities through recommendations regarding actions to solve 
social problems; 
- expanding the network of contacts and strengthening cooperation between 
partner organizations of the project, exchange of "good practices"; 
- increasing the importance of non-governmental organizations in local 
communities. 
 

Participant's profile: 
 

The target group we have identified is composed by young people aged from 18 to 
25, a basic English knowledge is required. 
 

Accomodation: 
 

The project's venue is "Oasi Azzurra Village" (www.oasiazzurra.it), which has a 
theater, a bar, a swimming pool, a large area for the activities and a disco for the 
evenings. We will also make some cultural visits around Sicily. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Travel costs: 
 

You have to pick the most economic way to reach the project location. 
 

Maximum refundable per country: 
 

Italy - 20 euro 
 

Spain - 275 euro 
 

Portugal - 275 euro 
 

North Macedonia - 275 euro 
 

Greece - 180 euro 
 

There is a participation fee of 20 euro, which includes the trips to Messina, 
Taormina and a local farm. The fee includes also some soft drinks and the city tax. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Travel: 
 

The closest airport to Messina is the one located in Catania, "Fontanarossa", since 
it's the biggest in Sicily we suggest it to all our participants. If you arrive there, 
outside the airport there will be many buses, you have to pick the one who is going 
to Messina. The bus will bring you to the central bus station, we will be there to pick 
you up ;) 
 
 

For the way back we suggest you to pick a plane after 10 am since there are no 
buses for reaching the airport before. 
 

If you want to stay more in Sicily you can travel for a maximum of 2 days before and 
1 after the project, in this case you need to pay for your own accomodation. 
 
 

Preparation: 
 

There will be an intercultural night, please bring with you some national products 
(food, drinks) and prepare something to present your country. 
 

Bring with you a swimming suite, there is a swimming pool inside the 
accommodation, but also a nice beach 20 seconds by walking. 
 
 
 

 
Contacts: 
 

Email: ibraviragazzingo@gmail.com 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ibraviragazzingo 


